
M77 Gallery presents Hosting Space, a solo exhibit by Grazia Varisco (1937), curated by Danilo Eccher. The 
exhibition will be open to the public from 19th November 2019 until 29th February 2020.

The exhibition stands as an aesthetic interpenetration aimed at bringing the works into dialogue with the archi-
tecture and environments of the gallery, thus proposing a tight visual and three-dimensional investigation on the 
theme of space and its geometries through a selection of sculptures and installations by the Milanese artist. Gra-
zia Varisco has been a central figure of Italian kinetic and programmed art since its beginnings in the early 1960s. 
The works selected for the exhibition start from the seventies, a time of productive climax of the Milanese artist, 
but they also include recent works, bearing witness to the very personal, radical but at the same time organic 
research carried out by the artist on the grammar of space.

“In my experience “chance” creeps in, like a confused tangle, between probability and doubt. “Chance” avoids, 
tries to dodge the “chaos” and settles in space and time, ignoring the rule that demands precision, regularity, 
orthogonality, order, chronological sequence. My “If …”, doubtful, lurks in the fold of the page which “breaks” the 
rule that in typography and book binding it encloses everything in normality “; with these words Varisco interprets 
and proposes the contents of his research.

The works are so lexicalized in the two floors of the gallery; plans that do not appear as distinct and secluded uni-
verses, but rather communicating and interpenetrating. Varisco’s works are hosted spaces, but at the same time 
they host. And this is how we are greeted by the spatial majesty of works such as the installation Oh! (1996), com-
posed of two circular iron elements that mark the space of the gallery playing on the real or illusory three-dimen-
sionality, from the work Extrapagina (1983) and an extraordinary Grande Dépliant (1983-84) of six meters in length.

The upper floor houses the Quadri comunicanti 7 + 1 (2008), the Quadri comunicanti Filo Rosso (2008), the 
Quadri comunicanti Jar (2012) and the Comunicanti in Acciaio (2008), works that reflect on the full / empty 
dichotomy, questioning the existence of a predetermined order and align themselves to create a horizon that, 
although mentioned, characterizes the space and the look. At the center of the room stands the Gnom-one, two, 
three (1984), a large sculpture composed of three metallic elements, which from two-dimensional square shapes 
through their folding are proposed as elements that outline and house the space without occupying it.

Finally, the exhibition includes the enigmatic Meridiana (1974), from which the sculpture Gnom-one, two, three 
originates, in which a portion of the raised perimeter creates a shadow that projects onto the plane in contrast 
with the shadows drawn by the artist and four Spazi Potenziali (1973-76) in which two metal frames derived from 
the perimeter of the works themselves, hanging from a grid of nails, create the imbalance and represent, in an 
extreme synthesis, an idea of   programmed randomness.

The exhibition will be accompanied by a catalogue, containing Danilo Eccher’s conversation with the artist.

GRAZIA VARISCO

Grazia Varisco was born in Milan on 5th October 1937. 
Between 1956 and 1960 she attended the Brera Academy of Fine Arts where she studied under Achille Funi. 
Since 1960, she has carried out art-oriented research, representing Gruppo T alongside Giovanni Anceschi, Da-
vide Boriani, Gianni Colombo and Gabriele De Vecchi. She has taken part in the main exhibitions of Programmed 
Art and those of the global Nouvelle Tendance (“New Tendency”) movement. From the mid-1960s, having ended 
her group endeavours, Grazia Varisco continued experimenting and engaging with exhibitions independently. 
Between 1961 and 1967, she undertook graphic design work for the Ufficio Sviluppo della Rinascente (the Rina-
scente Development Office), ‘Abitare’ magazine, Kartell and the Piano intercomunale milanese (the “Milanese 
inter-municipal plan”) (1962-63).
In 1969 and 1973, during her long stays in the United States, she met and spent time with artists and teachers from 
different Departments of Fine Arts.
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Between 1979 and 1980 she was involved in teaching, and between 1981 and 2007 she was professor of Percep-
tion theory at the Brera Academy of Fine Arts in Milan.
She has taken part in prestigious expositions in Italy and abroad, including the Venice Biennale in 1964 and 1986, 
Arte italiana 60/82 (“Italian Art 60/82”) at the Hayward Gallery in London in 1982, Beyond Geometry at the Los 
Angeles County Museum and at the Miami Art Museum in 2004, Gli ambienti del Gruppo T (“The environments of 
Gruppo T”) at the National Gallery of Modern and Contemporary Art in Rome in 2005, Op art at Schirn Kunstalle 
in Frankfurt in 2007 and Arte cinetica e programmata (“Kinetic and programmed art”) at the National Gallery of 
Modern and Contemporary Art in Rome in 2012.
In 2017 Triennale Milano dedicated an exhibition to her artistic career.
Her works feature in museums as well as in public and private collections in Italy and abroad, including in the Na-
tional Gallery of Modern and Contemporary Art in Rome, the Museum of Modern Art in New York and the Centre 
Georges Pompidou in Paris.
In 2007, on the recommendation of the San Luca National Academy, President Giorgio Napolitano bestowed her 
with the Premio nazionale Presidente della Repubblica (“National Award from the President of the Italian Republic”) 
for sculpture. 
In 2018, the Lincean Academy awarded the artist with the Feltrinelli Prize for Visual Arts.
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